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quickly. According to the cards, Barty would be rich financially, but also in talent, spirit, intellect. Rich in courage and honor, Maria promised. With a wealth of common

sense, good judgment, and luck..Beyond the window, Barty failed to do any of the things that Agnes expected of a boy not fully enough part of the day to share its rain: He

didn't flicker like an image on a static-peppered TV screen; he didn't shimmer like a phantom figure in Sahara heat or blur like a reflection in a steam-clouded mirror.."I was

once doubting Thomas," said the detective, but not from beside the bed any longer. His voice seemed to come from across the room, perhaps near the door, though he had

made not a sound as he'd moved..In a pocket of his smock was his letter to Reverend Harrison White. He hadn't sealed the envelope, because he intended to read to Perri,

his wife, what he'd written, and include any corrections she suggested. In this, as in all things, Paul valued her opinion..No matter. He was a future-focused, focused man.

The past is for losers. No, wait, humility is for losers. "The past is the teat that feeds those too weak to face the future." Yes, that was the line from Zedd that Junior had

stitched on a needlepoint pillow..Tom Vanadium, on the other hand, was certain that Cain, having prepared for the possibility that something would go wrong during his

assault on Celestina, wouldn't be easy to locate or to apprehend. In Vanadium's view, the maniac either had a bolt-hole waiting in the city or was already out of the SFPD's

jurisdiction.."I'm not sad," Tom said, "because though I have this face here in this world, I know there's another me-in fact, lots of other Tom Vanadiums-who don't have this

face at all. Somewhere I'm doing just fine, thank you.".As he stepped out of the street, Don't Walk shortened to Walk, and when he checked for pursuit, he found it. Here

came Vanadium, who would have been shivering in want of a topcoat if his flesh had been real..She told him to stay on the line, stay on no matter what, told him to keep

talking to her, and he hung up..Since childhood, he had been waiting for this moment-if indeed it was The Moment-and he had nearly lost hope that the much-desired

encounter would ever come to pass. He had expected to find others with his perceptions among physicists or mathematicians, among monks or mystics, but never in the

form of a three-year-old girl dressed all in midnight-blue except for a red belt and two red hair bows..His right side, however, had come to rest against an object harder than

bagged paper, an angular mass. As the skull-rattling gong faded, allowing more clarity of thought, he realized that an unpleasant, vaguely warm, damp something was

pressed against his right cheek..In the kitchen were a radio, a toaster, a coffeepot, two place settings of cheap flatware, a small mismatched collection of thrift-shop plates

and bowls and mugs, and a freezer full of TV dinners and English muffins.."I see. Sometimes. Just quick. For like a blink. Like when you stand between two mirrors. You

know?".The night was in flight, however, and he had a lot to do before it swooped straight into morning.."Your mind is as fascinating as ever," he said. "Your soul as

beautiful. Listen, Per, since we were thirteen, I was never primarily interested in your body. You flatter yourself shamelessly if you think it was all that special even before

the polio.".The sound-suppressor didn't render the pistol entirely silent, but the three soft reports, each like a quiet cough muffled by a hand, wouldn't have carried beyond

the hallway..When his stomach rolled uneasily and his scalp prickled, he was seized by panic, certain that he was going to suffer both violent nervous emesis and severe

hives, breaking out and chucking up at the same time. He popped the capsules into his mouth but couldn't produce enough saliva to swallow them, so he turned on the

faucet, filled his cupped hands with water, and drank, dribbling down the front of is jacket and sweater..Now, if Victoria reported to Vanadium that Junior had shown up at

her door with a red rose and a bottle of Merlot and with romance on his mind, the demented detective would be on his ass again for sure. Vanadium might think that the

nurse had misinterpreted the business with the ice spoon, but the intent in this instance would be unmistakable, and the crusading cop-the holy fool-would never give

up..Another of Junior's self-improvement projects, since moving to California, was to become a knowledgeable gourmet, also a connoisseur of fine wines. San Francisco

was the perfect university for this education, because it offered innumerable world-class restaurants in every imaginable ethnic variety.."I've always wanted to learn the

piano myself," Junior claimed, "but I guess you really have to start young.".With the earth still tenuously stable beneath them, they arrived at their fifth destination, a new

address on Agnes's mercy list..Even though the detective was on the wrong track, Junior was beginning to feel aggrieved. As any good citizen, he was willing, even eager

to cooperate with responsible policemen who conducted their investigation by the book. This Thomas Vanadium, however, in spite of his monotonous voice and drab

appearance, gave off the vibes of a fanatic.."I hope it will," the physician said, but his emphasis vas too solidly on the word hope..Running footsteps, heading toward the

ambulance. Apparently Kenny. The second paramedic..If Junior had not been such a rational man, schooled in logic and reason by the books of Caesar Zedd, he might

have snapped there in the street, before the photograph of Seraphim, might have begun to shake and sob and babble until he wound up in a psychiatric ward. But although

his trembling knees felt no more supportive than aspic, they didn't dissolve under him. He couldn't breathe for a minute, and his vision darkened at the periphery, and the

noise of passing traffic suddenly sounded like the agonized shrieks of people tortured beyond endurance, but he held fast to his wits long enough to realize that the name

under the photo, which served as the centerpiece of a poster, read Celestina White in four-inch letters, not Seraphim.."September 20, 1902, Birmingham, Alabama, church

fire--one hundred fifteen dead. March 4, 1908, Collinwood, Ohio, school fire, one hundred seventy-six dead."."Sometimes she wrote little paragraphs to God, very touching

and humble notes of gratitude, thanking Him for bringing you into her life.".In the city again, he stopped long enough to donate the raincoat to a homeless man who didn't

notice the few odd stains. This pathetic hobo happily accepted the fine coat, donned it-and then cursed his benefactor, spat at him, and threatened him with a claw

hammer..He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard 180-degree turn, using more lawn than driveway, and cried out in terror when Vanadium

moved noisily in the backseat..Life was too short to waste it working if you had the means to afford lifelong leisure..In November, Edom asked Maria Gonzalez to dinner and

a movie. Although he was only six years older than Maria, both agreed that this was a date between friends, not really a boy-girl thing..When you construct or reconstruct a

world that never existed, a wholly fictional history, the research is of a somewhat different order, but the basic impulse and techniques are much the same. You look at what

happens and try to see why it happens, you listen to what the people there tell you and watch what they do, you think about it seriously, and you try to tell it honestly, so that

the story will have weight and make sense.."Wally," Celestina said, without hesitation, because suddenly she saw something of a Wally in his green eyes, which were

livelier than they had been before..When Frieda finished retching and passed out in a heap, Junior left her on the floor and immediately set out to explore her rooms..At the

end of the famous sermon, Celestina's father had wished to all well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions
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of countless Bartholomews whom they would never meet. And he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in compassion, or who in fact commit acts of great

evil, that their deeds will return to them, magnified beyond imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and

change them, then it will find them and mete out the terrible judgment they deserve..For the first few bites of crab in a light cornmeal crust, Nolly suspended their

conversation. Bliss..THE SUN ROSE above clouds, above fog, and with the gray day came a silver drizzle. The city was lanced by needles of rain, and filth drained from it,

swelling the gutters with a poisonous flood..The past three years had given Wally much to celebrate, as well. After selling his medical practice and taking an eight-month

hiatus from the sixty-hour work weeks he had endured for so long, he'd been giving twenty-four hours of free service to a pediatric clinic each week, providing care to the

disadvantaged. He'd worked hard all his life, and saved diligently, and now he was able to focus solely on those activities that gave him the greatest

gratification..surreptitiously with Junior. He was accustomed to being an object of desire. This night, however, the only lady he cared about was San Francisco herself, and

he wanted to be alone with her..A fine carpenter can wield a hammer with an economy of movement and accuracy as elegant as the motions of a symphony conductor with

a baton. A cop directing traffic can make a rough ballet out of the work. However, of all the humble tasks that men and women can transform into visual poetry by the

application of athletic agility and grace, clambering into a Dumpster holds the least promise of beautification..there in more genteel and gilded ages, and her flights of

imagination sometimes acquired such vivid detail that they were eerily like memories..Vanadium owned so few clothes that the two bags had sufficient capacity to

accommodate half the contents of the closet and dresser..Holding hands, Barty and Angel led the adults into the kitchen, to the back door. This procession had a

ceremonial quality that intrigued Tom, and by the time they stepped onto the porch, he was impatient to know why everyone-except he and Wally-was emotionally airborne,

one degree of altitude below euphoria..Thanks to his intelligence and his personality, Barty's presence was so great for his age that Agnes tended to think of him as being

physically larger and stronger than he actually was. As the scent of grass grew more complex and even more appealing, she saw her son more clearly than she'd seen him

in a while: quite small, fatherless yet brave, burdened with a gift that was a blessing but that also made a normal boyhood impossible, forced to grow up at a up faster pace

than any child should be required to endure. Barty was achingly delicate, so vulnerable that when Agnes looked at him, she felt a little of the awful sense of helplessness

that burdened Edom and Jacob..When Agnes turned her head and saw Maria Elena Gonzalez, she thought she must be dreaming again..Playing with fire was fun when

you didn't have to attempt to conceal the fact that it was arson..Judging by the sounds Vanadium made, Junior figured that the cop had settled once more into the

armchair..Of the curiosities Junior uncovered, Frieda's weapons interested him most. Guns were stashed throughout the apartment: revolvers, pistols, and two pistol-grip

shotguns. Sixteen altogether.."And you're saying fear can fill his emptiness as well as sex or booze?" Kathleen wondered..Maybes were for babies, but Caesar Zedd had

failed to provide a profundity with which Junior could ward off the what-ifs as easily as the maybes..Like the chicken egg. As weary as she was, Agnes could not at once

puzzle out the meaning of those four words. Then: "Oh. He's in an incubator.".To become a physical therapist, Junior had taken more than massage classes, so he knew

what hematemesis meant. Hematemesis: vomiting of blood..Junior was at critical depth. The psychological pressure was at least five thousand pounds per square inch and

growing by the second. Implosion imminent..trees also revealed Barty, and no radiance from another world shone spectrally through him, as it had shone through

Joey-dead-and-risen..Recognizing the danger of saying the wrong thing, the potential for self-incrimination, Junior clenched his jaws and waited..Trembling, she sat beside

the bassinet and gazed at her baby with such love that the force of it ought to have rocked him awake..Unquestionably, if he hadn't killed Vanadium, the maniac cop would

have blown him away. That was clearly an act of self-defense..Embarrassment flushed her when she realized that the paramedic had cut away the pants of her jogging suit.

She was naked from the waist down..Clenching his right hand around the quarter, waving left hand over right, he intoned, "Jingle-jangle, mingle-jingle." Opening his right

hand, he revealed that the coin had vanished..As Lipscomb picked up the freshened baby, Grace said, "That was as effective as any minister's wife could've been with an

impossible parishioner-and, oh, do I wish we could sometimes be that pointed."."I'll always know your face," he promised. "Even if you have to go away and you're gone a

hundred years, I'll remember what you looked like, how you felt.".Halfway home, he heard sirens and saw the beacons of approaching emergency vehicles. He pulled the

Suburban to the side of the road and watched as two fire trucks passed, followed by an ambulance..The old man assumed the solemn and knowing expression of one

guarding mysteries, a sphinx without headdress and mane. "If I told you, dear lady, it wouldn't be magic anymore. Merely a trick.".Repressing a smirk, feigning a respectful

solemnity, he dared to glance at Vanadium, but the detective stared into Naomi's grave as though he hadn't heard the mockery-or, having heard it, didn't recognize it for

what it was..An hour later, when Barty decided he wanted a soda, he switched off the book and asked Angel if she would like something to drink..She was of two minds

about this. She wanted him, wanted to be held and cherished, to satisfy him and to be satisfied. But she was the daughter of a minister: The concept of sin and

consequences was perhaps less deeply ingrained in some daughters of bankers or bakers than in a child of a Baptist clergyman. She was an anachronism in this age of

easy sex, a virgin by choice, not by lack of opportunity. Although she'd recently read a magazine article containing the claim that even in this era of free love, forty-nine

percent of brides were virgins on their wedding day, she didn't believe it and assumed that she'd chanced upon a publication that had fallen through a reality warp between

this world and a more prudish one parallel to it. She was no prude, but she wasn't a spendthrift, either, and her honor was a treasure that shouldn't be thoughtlessly thrown

away. Honor! She sounded like a maid of old, pining in a castle tower, waiting for her Sir Lancelot. I'm not just a virgin, I'm a freak! But even putting the idea of sin aside for

a moment, assuming that maidenly honor was as pass? as bustles, she still preferred to wait, to savor the thought of intimacy, to allow expectation to build, and to start their

conjugal life together with no slightest possibility of regret. Nevertheless, she had decided that if he was ready for the commitment that she believed he'd already teetered

on the edge of expressing three times, then she would set aside all misgivings in the name of love and would lie down with him, and hold him, and give of herself with all her

heart..They were childless. It had to be that way. Truthfully, Paul felt no regrets about missing out on fatherhood. Because they were a family of two, they were closer than

they might have been if fate bad made children possible, and he treasured their relationship..Although Zedd counsels living in the future, he recognizes the need to have full

recollection of the past when absolutely needed. One of his favorite techniques for jolting memories loose when the subconsciously.Stepping into her digs was like passing

through a time machine into another century, traveling in space, as well, to the Europe of Louis XIV. The expansive, high-ceilinged rooms overwhelmed the eye with the rich
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somber colors and the heavy forms of Baroque art and furniture. Shells, acanthus leaves, volutes, garlands, and scrolls-often gilded decorated the museum-quality antique

Bombay chests, chairs, tables, massive mirrors, cabinets, and etageres..Celestina threw down the weapon even before she turned, and as two cops entered the room, she

cried, "He's getting away!"."Because He didn't want you to be a dog." She finished tying a bow in the drawstrings. "There. You look just like an M&M.".Because his lacrimal

glands and tear ducts were intact, Barty could cry with his plastic eyes. Consequently, it didn't seem all that much more incredible to be seeing with them.."Ouch," said

Edom, and this earned him loving smiles from Maria, Agnes, and Barty..Last night, in the superintendent's basement apartment, as they shared a bottle of wine, Sparky had

told Vanadium numerous weird tales about Cain: The Night He Shot Off His Toe, The Day He Was Saved from a Meditative Trance and Paralytic Bladder, The Day the

Psychotic Girlfriend Brought a Vietnamese Potbellied Pig to His Apartment When He Was Out and Fed It Laxatives and Penned It in His Bedroom ....After examining Barty,

Dr. Schurr sent them to the hospital for further tests. There they spent the rest of the day, except for an hour break during which they ate lunch in a burger joint..'A energy

fighting over jurisdiction. We cooperate. The sheriff can de not to put a lot of his limited resources into this, and no one will blame him. He can call it an accident and close

the case, and he won't."What aren't you telling us?" her mother pressed, intuiting the existence of a larger story, if not the amazing nature of it..She left him sore in places

that had never been sore before. Yet he was more stressed out on Thursday than he'd been on Wednesday..Worse than the tenderness in the bones, the bleeding gums,

the headaches, the ugly bruises, worse than the anemia-related weariness and the spells of breathlessness, was the suffering that her battle caused to those whom she

loved. More frequently as the days passed, they were unable to conceal their worry and their sorrow. She held their hands when they trembled. She asked them to pray with

her when they expressed anger that this should happen to her-of all people, to her, and she wouldn't let them go until the anger was gone. More than once, she pulled

sweet Angel into her lap, stroked her hair, and soothed her with talk of all the good times shared in better days. And always Barty, watching over her in his blindness, aware

that she would not be dying in all the places where she was, but taking no consolation from the fact that she would continue to exist in other worlds where he could never

again be at her side..deodar cedars with layers of drooping branches surrounded the place, and usually they seemed sheltering, but now they loomed, ominous..Junior had

thought most other policemen must consider Vanadium to be a loose cannon, a rogue, an outcast. Perhaps the opposite was true-and if it was, if Vanadium was highly

regarded among his peers, he was immeasurably more dangerous than Junior had realized..Barty sat at the kitchen table, reading Between Planets. From time to time,

Agnes discovered him watching her at work or studying Maria's face and her dexterous hands..He raised one hand to halt the genteel debate. "The whole reason I stopped

here first, before taking you folks on to my place, is so I wouldn't have to bring your suitcases back after Agnes won you over. This is where you'll be happiest, though you're

always welcome if she tries to work you to death.".The glimmering bay and the shimmering amber candlelight provided the perfect atmosphere for the song that arose now

from the piano in the bar..Standing near the foot of the bed in a shapeless blue suit, Vanadium might have been the work of an eccentric artist who had carved a man out of

Spam and dressed the meaty sculpture in thrift-shop threads..Of course, Angel might have been playing around with the talking book. Or, even though she'd left the dolls

downstairs, she might have been filling the time until Barty's return by having a nice chat with Miss Pixie and Miss Velveeta. She had other voices, too, for other dolls, and

one for a sock puppet named Smelly..This sight that might inspire celebration among sailors was denied to Barty, who rode in the backseat with Agnes. Neither could he

see how the crimson sky studied its painted face in the mirror of the ocean, nor how a burning blush shimmered on the waves, nor how the veil of night slowly returned

modesty to the heavens..Even a cool day on the pie route could produce a good sweat by journey's end, because with the addition of the men to this ambitious project, they

now not only made deliveries but also performed some chores that were a problem for the elderly or disabled.."What's below us?" Hound pointed to the floor, paved with

rough slate flags..From his first birthday to his third, Barty made worthless all the child-care and child-development books that a first-time mother relied on to know what to

expect of her offspring, and when. Barty grew and coped and learned according to his own clock..As Junior stood at Seraphim's grave, his breath smoked from him in the

still night air, as though he were a dragon..Maria stood at the bedside, leaning with her forearms against the railing. A silver-and-onyx rosary tightly wrapped her small

brown hands, although she was not counting the beads or murmuring Hail Marys. I Her prayer was for Agnes's baby..After moving all of a hundred feet, Celestina and

Wally-with Grace fretting that someone would be hurt-had torn down the high stave fence between properties, for theirs had become one family with many names: Lampion,

White, Lipscomb, Isaacson. When backyards were joined and a connecting walkway poured, Barty's travels from house to house were greatly simplified, and regular visits

by the Gonzalez, Damascus, and Vanadium branches of the clan were also facilitated..The paramedic snatched the oxygen feed from his patient's nose and quickly

elevated his head, providing a purge towel to catch the thin ejecta..That was all right, for she had done the same for Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent him to her in

the evenings. But she taught Otter more than the song of the Creation. She knew his gift. She and some men and women like her, people of no fame and some of

questionable reputation, had all in some degree that gift; and they shared, in secret, what lore and craft they had. "A gift untaught is a ship unguided," they said to Otter, and

they taught him all they knew. It wasn't much, but there were some beginnings of the great arts in it; and though he felt uneasy at deceiving his parents, he couldn't resist

this knowledge, and the kindness and praise of his poor teachers. "It will do you no harm if you never use it for harm," they told him, and that was easy for him to promise

them..He had never associated Enoch Cain's dreaded Bartholomew with the disciple Bartholomew in Harrison White's sermon, which had been broadcast once in

December '64, the month prior to Naomi's murder and again in January `65. Even now, with blood-scrawled-and-stabbed Bartholomew on the wall and with This

Momentous Day before him in the brochure, Tom Vanadium couldn't quite make the connection. He strove to pull together the broken lengths in this chain of evidence, but

they remained separated by one missing link..During the five years following Agnes's death, their family of many names thrived. Barty and Angel had brought them all

together in this place fifteen years previously, but the destiny about which Toni had spoken on the back porch, that night in the rain, seemed to be in no hurry to manifest

itself Barty could find no painless way to sustain secondhand sight, so he lived without the light. Angel had no reason to shove anyone else into the world of the big bugs,

where she'd pushed Cain. The only miracles in their lives were the miracles of love and friendship, but the family remained convinced of eventual wonders, even as they got

on with the day at hand.."I'm a less philosophical sort than Kathleen," Nolly said, "so what I've been wondering is where you learned the tricks with the quarter. How is it

you're priest, cop-and amateur magician?"
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