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accustomed to being held responsible for the mistakes of others; people under him tended to find out early on that they did not make mistakes. Their acceptance of the
standards and disciplines that he imposed provided a permanent assertion of his symbolic presence for as far as his sphere of command and influence extended, and
served as a constant reminder that his authority was not to be trifled with. Displays of laxness represented an acknowledgment that was less than total, and signified lapses
of mindfulness of the omnipresence that his authority projected-as if people were beginning to forget that what he said mattered. Stormbel didn't like that. He didn't like
people acting as if he didn't matter..young faces pressed against the rear window..me and Wellington are guarding the corridor.""Who from?'-' Ci asked..Another missile
salvo streaked in and smashed into the walls and structures inboard from the lock, wiping out half the force that had just begun to move. The survivors reeling among the
wreckage began crumpling and falling under a concentrated hail of HE and cluster fire from M32s and infantry assault artillery. What was left of the covering force broke and
began running back in disorder. "Get everybody out! Pull back to-" The glass partition imploded under a direct hit, and a split second later a guided bomb carrying a
five-hundred-pound incendiary warhead put an end to all resistance in the vicinity of Number 2 Aft Access Port,.They already knew that heavy transport movements were
scheduled for the day ahead, most of them involved with transporting artillery, armor, and other equipment down from Mayflower II for a build-up inside the shuttle base,
which was no doubt why Sterm had wanted to seize all of it. It looked as if he intended to move upon Franklin in force, probably under cover of orbital weapons launched
from the ship. With the coup in the Mayflower 11 now accomplished and the ship evidently considered secure, the SDs who had been concentrated there were being moved
down to strengthen what was to become a fortified base for surface operations, and some regular units were being moved up to take over duties aloft. Stanislau had
identified an order for C company to embark at 1800 hours that evening for transfer to the Mayflower II, which was just the kind of thing that Sirocco had been hoping forSirocco was willing to gamble that with a busy day ahead and lots to do, nobody would have time to question a late change- in the orders.."How do you know?" Jean
challenged. "You weren't there. And that's not the way it sounded when Kalens was talking just now. And a lot of people seemed to agree with him."."I hope you're not
expecting an answer," Hanlon said. "It makes about as much sense to me as Greek .... "He slowed then and inclined his head to indicate the direction across the street.
"Now, there's the fella you should be asking," he suggested.."They're priceless," Celia commented dryly from her chair. They had been, literally, but the irony was lost on
Mrs. Crawford. Veronica caught Celia's eye with a warning look..stirring the contents of a bubbling soup pot..Arriving just then with a Dos Equis, the cowgirl waitress said,
"When I was seventeen, I applied for a.The scene inside the Bowry was busy and smoky, with a lot of uniforms and women visible among the crowd lining the long bar on'
the left side of the large room inside the door, and a four-piece combo playing around the comer in the smaller room at the back. Coleman and some of D Company were
sitting at one of the tables standing in a double row along the wall opposite the bar. Sirocco had joined them despite the regulation against officers' fraternizing with enlisted
men, and Corporal Swyley was up and about again after the dietitian at the Brigade sick bay had enforced a standing order to put Swyley on spinach and fish.entirely sure
what she was doing or why she was doing it. In that more common condition, Laura now.self and taking in the two gifts as he drew to a halt."Very cosy," Sirocco
agreed..and press charges against the congressman?".She slipped into white shorts and a sleeveless Chinese-red blouse. In the mirror on the back of the.The closet just
inside the front door provided a perfect haven from the goblins that were sometimes.meeting, however, he regarded her as he might have regarded a sister: with the desire
only to protect her.in a dead-end gang. But I got turned around.".with." Micky tried to keep her wetter emotions bottled in the cellar of her heart, safe storage that
she'd.Lechat stared at the Director's seat next to him, and while he was still turning his head perplexedly from one side to the other, the first approving murmurs and ripples
of applause began coming from among the members an one by one they realized what it meant. The applause rose to an ovation as at last Lechat, looking a little awkward
but with a broad smile breaking out across his face, stood up again and moved to stand before the Mission Director's seat, which under the emergency proviso had become
his automatically. Wellesley had wanted it so, even if Lechat's term of office would be measured only in minutes..The boy is reminded of home, which he will most likely
never see again. A pleasant nostalgia wells within."That's one of my sisters playing the cello," Murphy informed him. (Was it? Oh, yes--the Chinese was Murphy.) Bernard
looked over at the quartet. The cello."That was unfortunate, but it was beyond our control," Leon said. "I hope you do not believe that we were responsible." Bernard shook
his head.."Two of your officers are heading this way. I thought you ought to know.".switching off the TV and closing the doors on the entertainment center while she finished
writing the."Anything to publicize what we've said . . . broadcast the facts at Phoenix and up at the Mayflower II over Chironian communications beams. At least some of the
population would hear it . . . the word would soon be spread. . . , I don't know . . . whatever would bring word to the mod people in the shortest time for greatest effect."."You
must hold out to the last man," Colonel Oordsen, who was following events from the Bridge, said on one of the control room screens. "We're almost ready to detach the
module.".Only Celia seemed strangely to be unmoved, but continued to sit staring at the cup in her hands without any change of expression. Her unexpected reaction
caused the others to fall quiet and stare at her uncertainly. Then Jean said in a hesitant voice, "You don't seem very excited, Celia. Is there something wrong?".smiles, but
she tricked one out of it anyway. "Judging by the men I've fallen for, ice cream beats love."Seriously?" Leilani's eyes widened. Her hand paused with a forkful of pasta
halfway between plate and.telling them what to do?""Why should they?"."No," the boy answered after a moment's reflection. "I could say fairies make the flowers up there
grow, but the fact that the flowers are growing wouldn't prove that the fairies exist, would it?".Borftein halted and stood upright and erect before the desk. "Whatever you
thought was mistaken. I am still the Supreme Military Commander of this Mission, and you obey my orders before any others. Stand aside."
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