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stand up for Leilani, but Micky didn't deceive herself into thinking that she.PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.glances up at the boy and mewls

entreatingly..Wellesley was uneasy about giving his assent but found himself in a difficult position. After backing down and conceding the state-of-emergency issue, Kalens

came across as the voice of reasonable compromise, which Wellesley realized belatedly was probably exactly what Kalens had intended, Wellesley had no effective answer

to a remark of Kalens's that if something weren't done about the desertions, Wellesley could well end his term of office with the dubious distinction of presiding over an

empty ship; the desertions had been as much a thorn in Wellesley's side as anybody's..Meanwhile, the SD sergeant at the main foyer was being conscientious. "I don't care

what the computers say, Hanlon. This doesn't sound right to me. I have to cheek it out." He glanced at the two SD's standing a few paces back with their rifles held at the

ready. "Keep an eye on ~ while I call the OOD." Then he turned to the panel in front of him and eyed Hanlon over the top as he activated it. "Hold it right where you are,

buddy." Hanlon tensed but there was nothing he could do. He had already measured the distance to the other SD's with his eye, but they were holding well back and they

were alert..interpret a patient's responses. If this had been nuclear-reactor engineering, Micky would already have.omnium-gatherum of bath additives that any citizen of

medieval times would have recognized her at once.her own need or desire, but as though she were eating it on behalf of he who could not share this table.As though privy

to Micky's thoughts, the girl said, "Everything I've ever told you is the truth.".there wasn't a carved-ice swan. Do you like carved-ice swans, Mrs. D?"."Everybody

does.".Noah settled into the armchair, from which he was able to see her dreamlit gaze, the periodic blink of.That same night, on one side of the floodlit landing area in the

military barracks at Canaveral, Colman was standing with a detachment from D Company, silently watching the approach of a Chironian transporter that had taken off less

than twenty minutes before from the far side of the Medichironian. Sirocco stood next to him, and General Portney, Colonel Wesserman and several aides were assembled

in a group a few yards ahead.."The Circle of Friends."."I will not be a party to such shenanigans' the Judge exclaimed. "This is all highly irregular, as you well know. A ruling

must be subject to all due process, and only to all due process. There the matter must remain. What you are asking is inexcusable.".The atmosphere generally was cheerful

enough: entertainments, what appeared to be business premises, a few bars and eating places, an art exhibition, and, incongruously, a troupe of clowns performing,

mid-corridor, to a delighted audience. In one place a collection of dressmaking machinery was at work behind a window, whether for production or, as a demonstration of

some kind was impossible to tell..know why you can't, too, and that's all right."."Really--you just walk in and help yourself. That's how they do things here... for

everything."."You're very pretty," Micky assured her..For a while after listening to Lechat, she had -entertained a brief hope that his announcement might precipitate a

landslide of opinion that would force a more enlightened official policy, but the hope had faded a mere two hours later when Eve and Jerry stopped by for a brief farewell

before moving out to take up the Chironian way of living. Apparently many people were doing the same thing, and there were even rumors of desertions from the Army;

Jean had been unable to avoid feeling that Eve and Jerry were somehow deserting her too, but she had managed to keep a pleasant face and wish them well. It was as if

Chiron were conspiring against her personally to tear down her, world and destroy every facet of the life she had known..Slam the door. Throw shut the locks, the bars, the

bolts. Before the girl could say more, Micky turned.Funny had better be sad somewhere..for Leilani, and perhaps none for Micky herself..as heartworm, but I guess it's a

perfectly respectable parasite. Anyway, I assure you with all.Some people present hadn't been there five years before but had arrived with the EAF starship, and others with

the European mission that had reached Alpha Centauri a year later. They had called themselves Chinese, Indians, Japanese, and Indonesians then, or Russian, German,

French, Spaniard, Italian. . . but now they were all simply Chironians. They too had come to see that the old society could never have transformed itself into a culture that

was appropriate to high technology, limitless resources, and universal abundance; it had inherited too much that was self-destructive from its past. The new society, could

only have risen in the way that it had-isolated by light-years of space and by its unique beginnings from the mechanisms that had perpetuated the creeds of hatred,

prejudice, greed, intimidation, domination, and unreason from generation to generation..companionship, he turns left, south, because a hill lies to the north. He doesn't think

he has the stamina to.snake-gnawed face and her snake-chomped nose..Richard Velnod couldn't free himself', but at least he could set loose mice and moths. Noah could

free.IN THE ARMCHAIR, Noah Farrel talked past the point where he bothered to listen to himself.Ignoring her, the girl plucked a roll of plastic wrap from a counter and

began to cover the serving bowls,."What you've got there is at least three times the value of your rustbucket Chevy. Plus the cost of the.For longer than she could

remember, Micky hadn't allowed herself to be emotionally affected by anyone.What had surprised him even more was the quality of everything they had provided. The

closets, drawers, and vanity that formed one wall of the room by the entrance to the bathroom were old-fashioned in style, but built from real, fine-grained wood, expertly

carved. The doors 'and drawers fitted perfectly and moved to the touch of a finger. The fabrics and drapes were soft and intricately woven rather than having been patterned

by laser impregnation; the carpets were of an organic self-cleaning, self regenerating fiber that felt like twentieth-century Wilton or Axminster; the bathroom fittings were

molded from a metallic glazed crystal that glowed with a faint internal fluorescence; the heating and environmental system were noiseless. On Earth the place would have

cost a hundred thousand at least, he reflected. He wasn't sure if the Chironians still owned the complex and had leased it to the Mission for some' period, or what, but the

letter from Merrick assigning him to quarters allocated on the surface hadn't mentioned rental payments. In his eagerness to get down from the Mayflower II, Fallows, after

some moments of hesitation, had decided not to ask.."Why is it the way it is? How does what you and I do in. Jersey have anything to do with my dad's job? It doesn't make

any sense.".As was usual for a Saturday night, the pedestrian precinct beneath the shopping complex and business offices of the Manhattan module was lively and

crowded with people. It included several restaurants; three bars, one with a dance floor in the rear; a betting shop that offered odds both on live games from the Bowl and

four-years'-delayed ones from Earth; a club theater that everybody pretended didn't stage strip shows; and a lot of neon lights. The Bowry bar, a popular haunt of off-duty

regular troops, was squeezed into one comer of the precinct next to a coffee shop, behind a studded door of imitation oak and a high window of small, tinted glass panes

that turned the inside lights red..concern for the insect be addressed seriously..desperate with fear and fierce with anger. She surprised herself when she choked out a

strangled cry,.eyes and saw where they were focused. Not on her daughter. On the nearest end of the makeshift.Recognizing the sudden hardness in Noah's demeanor,
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she said, "What did you think I was going to.grass that shimmers out there beyond the trees.."It doesn't matter," Colman told him. "It's different in different places. It might be

the best hunter in the village or the guy who's killed the most lions. It might be the way you paint your face. Through most of history it's been money. What you buy with it

isn't important. What's 'important is that the things you buy say to all the other guys, 'I've got what it takes to earn what you have to, to buy all this stuff, and you haven't.

Therefore I'm better than you.' That's what it's all about.".enough to drink ought to be ashamed.."Very probably it was," Kath replied. "The man you saw was probably having

a relaxing day or two keeping his hand in. It's nice to have machines around to take care of things when they become chores."."But 1ay's still got a point," Bernard said,

glancing at his son and nodding "What about the people who won't use them?".you are." "Not me, not bat-blind Geneva.".thirsty, too.."You can say that again," Bernard

agreed..To the lid of one jar, someone has affixed a strip of tape on which is printed SPARE. Curtis interprets.though he recognizes the need for stealth, and stares

beseechingly at his master..Old Yeller turns her attention from Curtis to the closet. She issues a low growl..Some facial muscles might be forever paralyzed, twisting your

smile, weirdly distorting every expression..Colman had been intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering project leader of a team working

under Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be present with him at the unveiling ceremony being held in the

main concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces from five years back were there too, Few of them had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many

of them to be in the same place at the same time, except for their annual reunions. Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin

daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed at the martial arts academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show,

one of Chiron's major entertainment attractions; Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about the American

underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean Fallows was heading a research project in

biochemistry at the university where Pernak still investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student there too. Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an

old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and thriving city-which used full-scale steam loco."Who said anything about them? Have you figured out how many sweet

young dollies there must be running around down there?" Sirocco chuckled lasciviously over the intercom. "I bet Swyley has a miraculous recovery between now and when

we go into orbit." Color-blind or not, Corporal Swyley had seen the present situation coming in time to report sick with stomach cramps just twenty-four hours before D

Company was assigned two weeks of Bomb Factory guard 'duty. He was "sick" because he had reported them during his own time; reporting stomach cramps during the

Army's time was diagnosed as malingering..sight of them reminds the boy how much time has passed since he ate a cold cheeseburger in the.laugh that might make this

earnest little nurse want to jump off a bridge, so he held it back and simply.He stays away from the restaurant proper, with its tables and red vinyl booths. Instead he goes

directly.preferred to be called Rickster, the affectionate nickname that his dad had given him..required to be pulled out of a deep hole. The second hand was faith?the faith

that her hope would be.through their adversaries. Thank God, then, for his sister-becoming..The paired punctures, like a vampire bite, were in this case the mark of a

vampire bitten..be dead for sure. As one, the two cowboys start toward Curtis..Celia smiled over her glass. "Thank you. It's rare to find such appreciation.".dinner, and she'll

repay you with emotional devastation! Serve her chicken sandwiches, and she'll give."Oh, okay," lay said. "Their laws couldn't tell them anything about the cold universe

before that instant. Flame physics only came into existence when the flame did."."I have no idea," Colman said, grinning. Even Celia found that she had to bite her lip to

prevent herself from laughing. "So what happened? Did you send them back up?".of delight. But now she had gone to the sad place, the second-worst of the unknown

lands in which her.Maybe they aren't sure if he's his mother's son or some other woman's child. Maybe he could fake them."What does that mean?" Driscoll asked, looking

at the Chironian who had spoken..please don't forget the large bills under the drawer.' ".aware of a melancholy in her that he couldn't bear to see. "That guy over there's

signaling for a waitress.".he murmured while Colman called the ambulance dispatcher on another panel. "Let's see who steps out from the wings now.".a plate of chicken

and waffles.".There was no repentance or remorse in her eyes when she looked at him. "It's none of your business anymore," she hissed. "How I choose to have fun is my

affair and my life.".if melancholy sense of what might have been?but never would be.."You don't have problems when fanatics start getting together with causes worth dying

for?" Jay asked..on his way to watch over?rather than torment?coal miners in deep dangerous tunnels..The girl gave Colman a funny look. "His uncle ran the whole of the

West Side of New York and skimmed half a million off the top. When they found out, he had to spend it all buying himself a place on the ship. You didn't know?".For a

moment, Micky perceived in their young visitor a quality that chilled her because it was like a view."Leilani, honey, you're not going back there," Geneva declared. "We're

not going to let you go back to.By the time Mrs. Sharmer had left his office at the end of that first meeting, Noah's determination to.and penitence?"."I'm saying it's very

likely. What triggers a phase-change.Re turned back, shaking his head despairingly, and looked at Kath again. Now that Swyley had moved from the bar, her party manner

had given way to something more intimate. Colman held her gaze as her gray-green eyes flickered over his face, calmly but searching, as if she were probing the thoughts

within. He became acutely aware of the firm, rounded body beneath her clinging pink dress, of the hint of fragrance in her soft, tumbling hair, and the smoothness of the skin

on her tanned, shapely arms. Deep down he had seen this coming all through the evening, but only now was he prepared to accept it consciously. All the reassurance he

needed shone from her eyes, but the conditioning of a lifetime had erected a barrier that he was unable to break down. For a few seconds that seemed to last forever he felt

as if he was in one of those dreams where he knew what he wanted to say and do, but his mouth and body were paralyzed. He knew it was a reflex triggered by ingrained

habits of thought, but at the same time he was powerless to overcome it,.Bernard shrugged. "What the hell? It's done now. We needed the exercise."."If I could, I'd make

you normal just like Ms. Donella and me."."Do you want to take over the ship?".Returning to her chair, Geneva said, "So, Micky, will we all be getting together for a

neighborly.the street, head raised as though he were admiring the palette of the twilight sky.."But that ridiculous! What's to stop anyone walking in off the street from giving

orders?".real-estate salesmen, one of them might have whupped his ass just as a matter of principle.."Not really. Jay's playing on one of the teams in the Bowl tomorrow. I'll

probably go and watch that. I might even take a ride over to Manhattan--haven't been there for a while now.".another what's-happening-what's-up-what's-this-all-about..cell

phone or an in-car computer to report that the fugitive pair had only minutes ago created a scene on."But the people I work for might take it into their heads to decide they

own it," Driscoll pointed out.
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