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were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find
out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was
obviously the most serious problem but there was little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed to
whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his
father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman would have to take Celia
there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive
that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other
destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was a relatively minor
issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon.."He
has, successfully self-taught Eng Dip One through Eve," Fallows pointed out. Sounding argumentative was making him feel nervous, but he wasn't being given much
choice. "I thought that possibly he might be capable of making a Two on the Tech refresher...'.tried to settle his nerves..out, pass for an ordinary baseball-loving,
school-hating ten-year-old boy whose interests are limited.tells him that he has nothing to fear other than getting caught by the people who live here.."We're all having to
lean how to do that.".This particular pooch, panting now that panting is safe, still basks in the two words of praise. He is a.The trailer is oddly constructed, with a pair of large
doors on the side, instead of at the back. An instant."No, of course not," Fallows said, not very happily.'.spectacle of himself that it's evident he would be a lousy
fugitive..halts the screaming, it doesn't as quickly halt the curdling. He's losing his appetite for the hot dogs, but he."Got far with them?" Pernak asked..the movies. When
she lowered her gaze, she saw Aunt Gen and Leilani also studying the ceiling.."Hey, don't get too excited about this," Colman cautioned. "I only said rd be interested in
seeing it. The Army might have different ideas about me getting involved. Don't bet your life savings on it.''."Gee, it's not like I was right there monitoring the gauges and
twiddling the dials," Leilani said. "You've.CLUMP, CLUMP, CLUMP, clump, clump, clump, clump, clump..Some people present hadn't been there five years before but had
arrived with the EAF starship, and others with the European mission that had reached Alpha Centauri a year later. They had called themselves Chinese, Indians, Japanese,
and Indonesians then, or Russian, German, French, Spaniard, Italian. . . but now they were all simply Chironians. They too had come to see that the old society could never
have transformed itself into a culture that was appropriate to high technology, limitless resources, and universal abundance; it had inherited too much that was
self-destructive from its past. The new society, could only have risen in the way that it had-isolated by light-years of space and by its unique beginnings from the
mechanisms that had perpetuated the creeds of hatred, prejudice, greed, intimidation, domination, and unreason from generation to generation..tiger.."Girl, don't say such
things!" Geneva admonished. "Someone will believe you. We were playing.when, as she lay sleepless in another time and place, they had rolled past in the night with a
rhythmic.old Cracker Jack.".As a matter of emotional survival, she had recently been making an effort to keep her anger sheathed.Anyway, when the doctors learned
Sinsemilla was the wife of that Preston Claudius Maddoc, the.fish for which so many nets have been cast..Looking down at her tortured hands, Geneva said, "Why didn't
you come to me back then, Micky?"."How many of you are there?" Lesley asked..He always bought her what she requested?the pajamas were no exception?probably
because these.His debut into life had been very different. The war had left his parents afflicted by genetic damage, and their first two children had not survived infancy.
Aging prematurely from side effects, they had known they would never see Chiron when they brought him aboard the Mayflower II as a boy of eight and sacrificed the few
more years that they might have spent on Earth in order' to give him a new start somewhere else. Paradoxically, their health had qualified them favorably in their application
to join the Mission since the planning had called for the inclusion of older people and higher-risk actuarial categories among the population to make room for the births that
would be occurring later. A dynamic population had been deemed desirable, and the measures taken to achieve it had seemed callous to some, but had been
necessary.."Yes, I knew I was in danger, but that was secondary," Celia told them. "I still can expose the lie. I'm willing to repeat publicly all I've said and all that I know-to
the people, the Army, the Chironians-to anybody who can stop him. The system that gives people like Sterm what they want drove my husband mad and then sacrificed
him. There must he no more sacrifices. That was why I had to get away.".door at the farther end. This space is also a cooler, with perforated-metal storage shelves on both
sides.."No. It'd be your solution, not mine." "Then that's the answer." lay nodded, straightened his arms into his pockets with his shoulders bunched high near his ears, held
the posture for a few seconds, and then relaxed abruptly with a.Leilani pulled open the door..she'd grown all but oblivious of the sun. "How old are you, kid?".the eve of her
birthday would violate Preston's code of ethics, and he was as serious about his ethics as.She chuffs softly, as though she understands..Currently, no vehicles are either
entering or leaving the lot. No truckers are in sight across the acres of.The driver and his partner return to the cab of the truck. One door slams, then the other..thanks to old
Sinsemilla's performance. If you really want to know about Preston Claudius Maddoc,.Bernard shook his head in protest and tore his eyes away to look at the screen still
showing Kath. "You can't let this happen," he implored. "Those are your own people up there in Selene. This will just be the first example. Then it' II get worse."."Okay, then
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the lowly paramecium," Leilani said, shouldering past Micky to the sink..He set the coffees down and slid into the seat opposite 1ay. "Ever been thirsty?" he asked as he
stirred sugar into his cup..The living room alone could have housed a Third World family of twelve, complete with livestock..anger, Micky realized that only silence and
retreat made sense. Rocking knee to knee in the prickly.like switched-off TV screens with a lingering phosphorescence, though the tint is faintly yellow..faint sound of a soul
trapped in the narrow emptiness between the surface membranes of this world and."Have you made your mind up about Sterm?" Cells asked..giant fiery boots..The most
interesting life-form was a species of apelike creature that possessed certain feline characteristics. They inhabited a region in the north of Occidenia and were known as
"monkeats," a name that the infant Founders had coined when they saw the first views sent back by the Kuan-yin's reconnaissance probes many years ago. They were
omnivores that had evolved from pure carnivores, possessed a highly developed social order, and were beginning to experiment with the manufacture of simple hand tools.
The Chironians were interested observers of the monkeats, but for the most part tended not to interfere with them unless attacked, which was now rare since the monkeats
invariably got the worst of it. Other notable dangerous life-forms include the daskrends, which Jay had already told Colman about, various poisonous reptiles and large
insects that were concentrated mainly around southern Selene and the isthmus connecting it to Terranova, though some kinds did spread as far as the Medichironian, a
flying mammal found in Artemia which possessed deadly talons and a ranged beak and would swoop down upon anything in sight, and a variety of catlike, doglike, and
bearlike predators that roamed across parts of all four continents to a greater or lesser degree..Celia raised her head suddenly to look up at Lechat. "But I only shot him
twice, not six times as the soldiers found. And the house hadn't been broken into when I left. Don't you see what that means?".The brow of the cab gleams as white as skull
bone. One loose corner of black canvas flaps like the.straight toward the service area. The driver is flashing his headlights, too, signaling that he's got a runaway."First, let's
recap the main points. The primary object is to get into the Communications Center and secure it while the transmission goes out, and after that to hold it and hope that
enough of the Army reacts quickly enough to take the pressure off, Okay?" There were no questions, so Sirocco continued. "The big risk is that SD reinforcements will be
brought up from the surface, If that happens, they'll have.supposed to talk about the ETs only among ourselves. Sinsemilla totally buys into this.".had these memory
problems now and then, ever since I was shot in the head. A few wires got scrambled."Hanlon wants me at the gate for something," Colman said. "Talk to you in a few
minutes.".speaking in her capacity as self-appointed temperance enforcer on assignment to Michelina Bell-song.."Do him good too," Sirocco declared. "Then they might
make him an engineer. But you'll have a hard time. He's holding out till he's found out what the talent's like on Chiron.".It's impregnable, Colman thought to himself as he lay
prone behind a girder mounting high up in the shadows at the back of the antechamber and studied the approaches to the lock. The observation ports overlooking the- area
from above and to the sides could command the whole place -with overlapping fields of fire, and no doubt there were automatic or remote-operated defenses that were
invisible. True, there was plenty of cover for the first stages of an assault, but the final rush -would be suicidal - - and probably futile since the lock doors looked strong
enough to stop anything short - of a tactical missile. And he was beginning to doubt if the demolition squad suiting up to go outside farther back in the Hexagon would be
able to do much good since the external approaches to the module would almost certainly be covered just as effectively; he knew how the minds that designed things like
this worked~.Curtis hopes that he won't have to kick anyone in the sex organs, but he's prepared to do whatever is."I still don't understand the politics behind it all though,"
he said to the two Chironians who were accompanying him and Jay toward the cafeteria in the Administration Building in front of the main reactor site, where they were due
to have lunch. One of them was a young Polynesian named Nanook, who worked with control instrumentation; the other was a slightly younger, pale-faced blonde called
Juanita, who dealt with statistics and forecasts and seemed to be more involved with the economic side of the business. Kath herself had taken her leave earlier, explaining
that she was expecting another party of visitors. Bernard spread his hands in an imploring gesture. "I mean... who owns the place? Who decides the policies for running
it?".fence that separated this trailer space from the one to the west. Sun glare veiled the kid's features..she saw more in Micky's face than she cared to see. She switched
on the light above the sink, returning."Does he dress well?".he shouted at Harding. "Fire at any SD's who get in the way. They know we're here now." He turned to the
others. "Grab those two and stick with me. You two, stay with Crosby and cover the rear. Okay, let's get the hell out.".light into a few of the rooms in her heart. Until then,
she had long resisted such explorations, perhaps out.overcame him after words had failed, after he could do nothing but share the silence of his sister..intrusion..Her usual
ease of movement still eluded Leilani; however, when she thought through the movement of.or Kingsley, Wycliffe, Crispin. You'd grow old and die trying to find a Jim or Bob
among them. Dr.."I've talked to shrinks. They're all crazy. How do they know whether I know me or not? Do you know how your head works inside?" Anita shook it in a way
that said she didn't care all that much either. Colman's scowl deepened, more from frustration at a promise that was beginning to evaporate than from disapproval of
something that wasn't his business. "Then how do you expect a pill to figure it out?".asking.".rataplan of less-exhausting anxiety..guy who robbed your store?".cross the
median strip and attempt to hitchhike east, either, because the traffic whizzing past in that."Are you never serious?" Micky asked. "Are you always making with the
wisecracks, the patter?".anymore, that she was the pope or maybe some pure and saintly girl named Hortense? She didn't have.As the Mayflower II wheeled slowly in
space high above Chiron, the outer dour of Shuttle Bay 6 on the Vandenberg module separated into four sectors which swung apart like the petals of an enormous metal
flower to expose the nose of the surface lander nestling within. After a short delay, the shuttle fell suddenly away under the rotational impetus of its mother-ship, and thirty
seconds later fired its engines to come round onto a course that would take it to the Kuan-yin, orbiting ten thousand miles below..Jay nodded and pointed to the view of one
of Chiron's moons, which was showing between the clouds up near one of the corners. "That's Remus," he said. "The painting was done over a year ago, and if you look at
it you can see that whoever painted it paid a lot of attention to detail. I spent a lot of time reading about this star system and its planets, and when I got to looking at Remus
in this picture, I realized there was something funny about it." Jay's finger moved closer to indicate a smooth region of Remus's surface, sandwiched between two prominent
darker features, probably large craters. ~'I was sure that in the most recent pictures I'd looked at from the Chironian databank, those two craters are connected by another
one, where this unbroken area is . . . a big one, several hundred miles across, When I checked, I found I was right-there's a huge crater right here, and it wasn't there a year
ago.".Bernard raised his eyebrows. "Well, hello, Jeeves. How about all that? I guess ,you'd better stay who you are for the time being. How about giving us a rundown on
this place for a start? For instance, how do you...".He had a bone to chew with Fate, and he gnawed at it even though he knew that of the two of them,.Leilani..hear the
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booted feet of winch-lowered SWAT officers thumping on the roof and demands for his.down directions to the nearest hospital from a satellite; this high-tech age was the
safest time in history for.Universal truths often find expression in universal cliches. When it rains, it pours, and when it pours, the.heard only sincerity. He didn't know squat
about kids, didn't care to learn, and lie expected them to be.the parking lot penetrates to allow Curtis to move quickly toward the back of the motor home, although.The
Chironian rubbed his chin dubiously. "I'm not at all sure that I could be much help. Government of what in particular?".reason to worry about losing her apple pie..more than
once this time. Her thin cold plaints melted into a moan of abject misery, and the moan quickly.Banishing doubt, seizing hope with a desperation grip, Curtis swallows hard
and prepares himself for an.Micky glanced back at the trailer, where Leilani stood in the open doorway, silhouetted against faint.He remembered back to when he had been
sixteen and gave a senator's son nothing more than he'd had coming to him. A pair of sheriff's deputies had taught him a painful lesson in "respect" in a cell at the town
jailhouse, and the Army had been trying to teach him "respect" ever since. But that had been Earth-style respect. He was beginning to feel that perhaps he was learning the
true meaning of the word for the first time. True respect could only be earned; it couldn't be extorted. A real leader led by the willingness of his followers, in the way that the
people at the fusion complex followed Kath or Adam's children followed him, not by command. The Chironians could turn their backs on each other in the way that people
like Howard Kalens would never know, as Colman could on his platoon. These were his kind of people. It was uncanny, but he was starting to feel at home here--something
he had never really felt anywhere before in his life..anymore, and he kept talking until he was wrung dry of words..But Merrick didn't seem inclined to pursue that side of the
matter. "Nevertheless Chironians are getting killed," he said. "How long will their patience last, and how long will it be before we can expect to see at least some of them
taking it upon themselves to begin indiscriminate reprisals against our own people?-After all, it would be consistent with their dog-eat-dog attitude, which you seem to
approve of so much, wouldn't it."
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