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switches on a small overhead light. Standing in profile to.under the wheels of the runaway SWAT transport..Jean looked at him with a worried face. "Jay's come back with

all these things, and he's trying to say he got them all for nothing. He's claiming that anyone can just help themselves. I've never heard such nonsense.".CHAPTER 

TEN.Even as Noah dropped the ruined cake, the front passenger's-side window shattered under the impact.WEDNESDAY, after a fruitless day of job-seeking, Micky

Bell-song returned to the trailer park, where.He started to grin automatically. "That's a nice thought, ma'am, but we're under orders and have to stay here. We appreciate it
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though." And then he frowned. It was happening again. She knew damn well they had to stay there..Why does man kill? He kills for food. And not only food: frequently,

there must be a beverage..Helicopter rotors rattle the night again. Curtis tenses, half expecting gunfire to riddle the motor home, to."WE'LL TAKE CARE of that." Colman

turned his head and called in a louder voice, "Stanislau, Young-come over here and give me a hand with this crate." Rifles slung across theft backs, Stanislau and Young

stepped away from the squad standing on the sidewalk and helped Colman to heave the crate into the truck waiting to leave for the border checkpoint, while the Chironian

who had been struggling to lift it with his teenage son watched. As they pushed the crate back into the truck, it dislodged the tarpaulin covering an open box to reveal a

high-power rifle lying among the domestic oddments. The Chironian saw it and lifted his head to look at Colman curiously. Colman threw the tarp back over the box and

tuned away..astonishingly clever tricks. When I saw what potential dogs possess, how smart they can be, I wondered."And in any case, whatever would a bunch like that

want to get together for?" Nanook asked..A long silence went by while they took it all in. It meant that ever since planetfall, the Mayflower II had been shadowed in orbit

around Chiron by a weapon that could blow it to atoms in an instant. And the camouflage had been perfect; the Terrans themselves had put it there. It was the most lethal

piece of weaponry ever conceived by the human race. No wonder the Chironians had been able to cover every bet put on the table and play along with every bluff. They

could let the stakes go as high as anybody wanted to raise them and wait to be called; they'd been holding a pat hand all the time. Or was it the Smith and Wesson that

Chang had mentioned at Shirley's, perhaps not so jokingly?.doesn't once mistake boy fingers for a permissible part of dinner..-"Maybe we shouldn't rush things too much,"

Bernard suggested. He looked at lay: "You may want to give yourself time to acclimatize before you get into something like this." His tone said that he was being tactful in

his phrasing; lay wasn't going. For the moment, at least, lay didn't feel inclined to argue too much..KATH STOPPED TALKING and leaned away to pour a drink from the

carafe of wine on the night table by the bed, and Colman lay back in the softness of the pillows to gaze contentedly round the room while he savored a warm, pleasant

feeling of relaxation that he had not known for some time. It was a cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets and satiny drapes, fluffy rugs, pastel colon, and

homey knickknacks arranged on the shelves and ledges. In many ways it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the Baltimore module. On the wall opposite was a

photograph of two laughing, roguish-looking boys of about twelve, whom despite their years he recognized easily as Casey and Adam, and scattered about were more

pictures which he assumed were of the rest of Kath's family. The one in a frame on the vanity resembled Adam. though not Casey so much, and was of a dark-haired,

bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be Leon, he guessed, though he had felt it better not to ask, more because of the restraints of his own culture than from any

fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a twentieth-century New England farm scene-given to her by one of her friends, Kath had said when he remarked on it-interested

him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen many such reminders of ways of life on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On asking about them, he had learned that a

feeling of nostalgia for the planet that held their origins, known only second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among the Chironians.."Because she's seducing

you," a voice murmured from behind him..should convince locals in a ten-mile radius that Almighty God, in His more easily disappointed Old.help was being

sought..Speaking his heart seems the best way to make amends. "You're so fabulous, so beautiful, so."I can remember the one that first taught me to talk," Abdul said. "It's

still operating today, up there on the Kuan-yin. But the ones you see today have changed a lot.".Geneva was the only one to bring tears to the table, and she blew her nose

noisily in a Kleenex. Of."Steve's an engineer," one of the Chironians, a bearded youth in a red check shirt, explained, indicating Colman and speaking to CL "We told him

about the resonance oscillations in the G7 mounting gyro, and he said he might be able to suggest a way of damping them with feedback from the alignment laser. We're

taking him up to have a look at it.".An alligator of tread strips away from one wheel and lashes across the pavement, snapping like a.When he trailed off, she finished for

him: "Then screw it."
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