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bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and
baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and

in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit
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his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the
pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and
the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of
the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; | sink and all in vain for succour | implore..At daybreak, my
friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse
me, for that | was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But | returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with
him and | ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply | might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When | came to the palace, | saw over against it
eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So | enquired of the reason of
the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, "The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who
are his favourites.' When | heard this, | prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!" For that, had he not invited me [and

kept me perforce in his house] that night, | had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.? ? ?

the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii. When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon
His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that | am that woman whom they
confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'l am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I)
delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my
innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..17. The
Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which | know and meseemeth | should do well
to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so | may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he
thanked him and abode in his house all that day..What strength have | solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..Had we thy coming
known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.lbn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with
me didst bide, iii. 46..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and |
would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber."” Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore
to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "l will teach thee a device, where-
with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth
thee of this, say thou to him, "Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not
avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." | laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not
in with my wishes, | will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame

and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased.™ Be this thy saying to the king, and | will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen,

questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up,
crying out, 'Alas!" and 'Woe worth the day!" and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? | had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my
slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'l appeal to God and to the just king,
so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!" Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk
and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the
king..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i.
265..0 friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings
were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the
most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come
down to as of their story.".As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore
her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the
court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my
servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that | cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady," answered he, 'this is an
affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for
they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle." Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest
truly; but, provided | know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me." And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this
affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth," answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.".? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst
refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and

stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before
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her, saying, 'O my lady, may | not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was
the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred
thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, ‘How many are these birds!" And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, ‘Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es
Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not
contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee

(230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.’
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